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Western  Illinois 

It’s  the  Spoon  River,  Nauvoo, 
prehistoric  Indian  burial  grounds. 
Bishop  Hill  and  Quinsippi  Island. 

m 

It’s  Peoria,  where  sternwheelers 
still  chum  downriver  and  where 
the  Heart  of  Illinois  Fair  is  held. 

It’s  Rock  Island-Moline  where  the  _ 
Sauk  and  Fox  Indians  once  hunted 
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There  is  something  about  the  pastured 
hills  and  old-fashioned  towns  of  Western  Illinois 
that  reminds  you  of  Indian  Summer.  It  glows  with 
friendliness  and  an  easy  manner.  And  evenings 
cast  a  faint  haze  of  yesteryear. 

Many  authors  have  caught  the  spirit  of 
Western  Illinois.  Carl  Sandburg’s  boyhood  home  is 
in  Galesburg.  Edgar  Lee  Masters  so  immortalized 
the  Spoon  River,  most  people  are  surprised  to 
actually  find  it  curling  under  old  iron  bridges  near 
Lewistown,  a  rangy,  backwoods  stream  whose 
valley  beckons  hikers,  bikers  and  canoeists. 

The  land  is  so  mellow,  it  seems  to  lean 
downward  to  both  east  and  west,  rolling  ever  so 
slowly  and  gently  into  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois 
rivers.  A  thousand  years  ago,  a  great  Indian  cul¬ 
ture  thrived  among  the  many  small  streams  that 
flow  to  the  big  waters.  The  museum  at  Dickson 
Mounds  canopies  over  the  archaeological  digs  of 
the  largest  known  site  of  well-preserved,  exposed 
burials  and  burial  offerings. 

The  Mormons  tucked  themselves  into  a 
crescent  bend  of  the  Mississippi  and  called  their 
town  Nauvoo,  the  “beautiful  place.’’  The  streets 
filled  with  old  Mormon  shops,  homes  and  inns 
that  run  to  the  island-freckled  river  still  prove  the 
town  was  well  named. 

Today  the  homes  of  men  like  Brigham 
Young  and  Joseph  Smith  are  carefully  preserved 
museums  of  the  Mormon  life.  An  Icarian  French 
colony  followed  the  Mormon  exodus  and  now 
Nauvoo  is  as  famous  for  its  distinctive  wine  and 
cheese  as  for  the  legacy  of  the  early  settlers. 

Near  Bishop  Hill,  you  might  find  people 
casually  conversing  in  Swedish.  Although  that  first 
Illinois  commune  prospered  only  15  years,  most  of 
its  members  didn’t  stray  very  far.  Twenty-two  build¬ 
ings  remain  on  the  hill;  the  quiet  halls  of  Colony 
Church  display  the  paintings  of  plains’  primitivist 
Olof  Krans. 

A  hundred  tree-tunneled  country  roads 
will  tempt  you  in  Western  Illinois.  Indulge.  There 
is  a  magic  in  the  ravines  that  turns  todays 
into  yesterdays. 


A  Old  Metamora  Courthouse  dates 
from  Lincoln’s  time 


A  Civil  War  memorial  at  Bishop  Hill 


A  Interpretive  display, 
Dickson  Mounds  Museum 
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